
                                                                            Holy Family Catholic Church

P.O. Box 502218, St. Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands 00805
Tel: (340) 775-1650   
Fax: (340) 775-1750
E-mail: holyfamilyvi@msn.com 
Website: www.holyfamilystt.com
Facebook: Holy Familyvi
EMERGENCY CONTACT
(340) 513-8262

Welcomes You!
7th, Sunday in Ordinary Time - Feb. 19, 2017

MISSION STATEMENT
The Church of  the Holy Family exists to Nurture and advance Christ’s 

Eucharistic Unconditional Love to all, through Love of  God and neighbor.

WEEKLY ADVERTISEMENTS

Le Bleu			 
ULTRA PURE BOTTLED WATER		  			                     	Chi-Co’s Distributing, Inc

Lindberg Bay #18		
P.O Box 302250		
St. Thomas, VI 00803		

     340-776-5894 / Fax: 340-776-5854

Please pray for the members of our body who are sick or suffering. . .

HOSPITAL: John Joseph.

OFF ISLAND: Defy Francoise, Bertina Lestrade, Altagracia Padilla, Emile Joseph, Joseph 
Archer, Clementina Abraham, Maggie Dolphin, Bishop Thomas.

AT HOME: Rita Ledee, Rose Celestine, Margarita Feliciano, Martina Lewis, Olivia Gumbs, 
Ann Bedminster, Medina Scatliffe, Lilian Francis, Bernice Knight, Philomen Baron, Joyce 
McPherson, Claudy Brutus, McLean Fontain (Sparrow), Vernelle Gumbs, Evelyn Simon, Mary 
Lewis, Veronica Sealey, Isabel Dublin, Gerard Henry, Theresa Felix, Ruthine Johnson, Leal 
Stridiron, Grace Thompson, Berecia Reid.                                        

SEAVIEW:  
MASSAC: Margarita Knight.    
LUCINDA MILLIN: Rita Thompson.
EBENEZER HOME: Cleota Hill.

And all the sick and suffering in our community!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY for the repose of the souls of 
loved ones who have been called home by our Savior. If you or your 
loved one is going into the hospital, please contact the office so that 
you/they may receive the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

 
CANTORS:   Allan Harrigan	      Dr. Gloria Callwood	        CCD CHOIR                                                                               Felicenne Marcillin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
LECTORS:   Helena Enrique	      Alma Wells                           CCD STUDENT
	          Antoinette Floyd	      Allison Charles	        CCD STUDENT

EUCH MIN: Olga McBean	     Rose Labadie    	       Mona Bedminster
                      			       Lauren Thomas   	      
                                                                                                                     	        
                                                    	                             				                                                                                                                                                    
                                      
                                             Thank you for serving !!!                            

 
You are practicing Forgiveness when you ...

*Remember that everyone makes mistakes.

*Share your feelings without taking revenge.

*Stop giving uncaring people the chance to hurt you.

*Accept people without judgment or criticism.

*Take responsibility for your own mistakes.

*Make amends instead of punishing yourself with guilt.

Affirmation:

I am forgiving of 
others and myself.  
I am willing to give 
and receive amends.  
I learn from my 
mistakes.  I have 
the power to keep 
changing for the 
better.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU!
MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE

                       
	          6:00PM	                   7:30AM	                   10:00AM

FUNERAL MASSES

Funeral Masses at Holy Family Church 
are held on the designated day at 9:00 a.m.  
If you would like a different time please 
contact the pastor.  Tributes and solos are 
done before the Mass.  Please keep your 
prelude activities to the minimum.  
Funerals are NOT held on Wednesdays 
and on weekends (Saturdays and Sun-
days).  Lectors of Holy Family Church 
will do the readings. Thank you for 
your cooperation.

PARISH CELEBRATION                                 

Birthdays

Avishai Hodge, Michael Smith, 
Jhante LeBlanc, Fitz St. Rose, Weldo 
Augustine, Daline Dambreville, Leroy 

Eugene, Eva Donovan, Vendel Wil-
liams, Sr., Victor Benoit, Joe Franz, 

Margaret Francis, Eve Ogiste.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Derrick & Sharon Davis - Feb. 19
Leroy & Marahgaye Eugene - Feb. 22

John & Alice Williams - Feb. 23
Wordsworth & Ramona Auguiste - Feb.24

Lord, bless our parishioners who cele-
brate their special day this week.  Amen!

HOLY FAMILY FINANCE COUNCIL

Alicia Douté                  Yasmine Haynes
Jean Dragin                    Anneta Heyliger
Claudia Winston                    Dan Hurley

       John T. Williams  
                    Rev. Neil Scantlebury (Pastor)

Pastor
Reverend Neil Scantlebury

Associate Pastor
Reverend Kerly François

Administrative Assistant
Ms. Allison Charles

Sacristan
Mr. Ryan John

Musicians
Mr. Francis Callwood
Mr. Verne Callwood

Mr. Desmond Simmonds
Mr. Ade Warrington

Volunteers
Mrs. Jennifer Johnson

Mr. Richard Callwood, III

CHANCERY: BISHOP’S OFFICE

(340) 774-3166

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 6:00 PM

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM &     
6:00 PM Creole Mass 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday: 6:00 PM

Tuesday - Thursday: 7:00 AM
Wednesday: OLPH Novena before the 

7:00 AM Mass followed by
Adoration after the mass to 5:30 PM

Friday: Holy Hour - 6:00 PM 
Mass at 7:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 5:15 PM -  5:45 PM

or by appointment.

OFFICE HOURS

Mondays - 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM

Tuesday - Friday

7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

HOLY FAMILY 
PARISH COUNCIL

Monthly meeting is normally held on 
the third Wednesday of the month.

Eubald René (Chairman)
Yasmine Haynes (Secretary)

Bridget Toussaint
Jennifer Johnson
Christian Douté

Mona Bedminster
Felicia Felix

Fr. Neil Scantlebury (Pastor)
Fr. Kerly François (Assoc. Pastor)

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 22, 2017

at 6:30 pm in Lower Columban Hall.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY FAMILY

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless us and 
grant us the grace to live in love and uni-
ty like you lived in the home of Nazareth.  
Answer the prayers we present to you this 
day (for the renewal of our parish).  Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph, assist us in all 
our needs, surround us with the protec-
tion of your love, and bring us to the joy 
of our eternal home in heaven.  Amen.

O God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love 
you, and I ask pardon for those who do not 
believe, do not adore, do not hope and do 
not love you.  Amen. Venerable Pierre Toussaint 

Catholic Chapel
4B-B Estate Bovoni

St. Thomas VI 00802

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
- (Spanish)

                6:00 p.m. - (Creole)
Thursday:   6:00 p.m. 

      (Creole)

Readings for the Week
of February 19, 2017

Mon.: Sirach 1:1 - 10; Mark 9:14 - 29

Tue.: Sirach 2:1 - 11; Mark 9:30 - 37
                                          
Wed.: 1 Peter 5:1 - 4;  Mark 16:13 - 19

Thur.: Sirach 5:1 - 8; Mark 9:41 - 50

Fri.: Sirach 6:5 - 17; Mark 10:1 - 12

Sat.: Sirach 17:1 - 15; Mark 10:13 - 16
       
              NEXT SUNDAY: 	      

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 49:14 - 15

1 Corinthians 4:1 - 5
Matthew 6:24 - 34

When you enter THE CHURCH talk to GOD;
when you leave - talk to each other!

          



                                                                                                            
STEWARDSHIP 
OF TREASURE

Every week the report on steward-
ship will include our gifts of time, tal-
ent, and treasure. In gratitude to God, 
we give of our first fruits to help ful-
fill God’s mission of love here on earth. 

 Attendance: Last Weekend: 340          

Last Weekend’s collections
FIRST COLLECTION: $5,370.63         

SECOND COLLECTION:                                 
Black & Indian Mission: $1,852.83
          

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
DONATIONS. 

         

LITURGY AND WORD

Today’s gospel is a very challenging 
one. Jesus asks his followers to do 
things that are apparently impossible 
or at least very hard. Jesus tells us, “Do 
not resist an evildoer,” “Love your ene-
mies and pray for those who persecute 
you,” and finally “Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
These are not mere recommendations 
to Jesus’ followers but they are definite 
teachings that are to be accepted and 
lived in our lives. A follower of Jesus is 
consistently challenged and exhorted to 
come away from “You have heard that 
it was said” kind of attitude, practice, 
living to Jesus’ kind of attitudes and 
standards. A true follower of Jesus 
never stops to change and grow and he 
is called to become a new creation by 
living the values of Jesus.
Jesus does not only ask us to change 
but he also shows us how to change 
and accept his teachings. He in his Ser-
mon on the Mount gave us the means 
to become holy through the living of 
the Beatitudes. He taught us “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, blessed are the 
meek, blessed are they that mourn, 
blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after justice, blessed are the merciful, 
blessed are the pure of heart, blessed 
are the peacemakers, blessed are they 
that suffer persecution for justice sake.” 
The beatitudes teach us what holiness 
is and the rest of the sermon teaches 
us how to attain holiness in our lives. 
In other words, the beatitudes are 
where we want to go and the rest of 
the sermon is about how to get there. 
Each follower of Jesus is invited to 
listen to his voice and recognize him in 
our lives so that living according to his 
standards will help us to participate in 
the perfection of the Father.
Mahatma Gandhi studied Christiani-
ty in England but he never became a 
Christian because he claimed Chris-
tianity didn’t seem to work for Chris-
tians. Although he wasn’t impressed 
by the Christians he met, he was very 
impressed with Jesus, especially His 
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. 
Gandhiji tried to incorporate Jesus’ 
wisdom into his own life. If Gandhiji 
could seek to live out the Sermon on 
the Mount the way he did, how much 
more we his followers should believe 
in Jesus Christ and live his teachings? 
The call of every Christian is to be-
come holy and the only way to become 
holy is to radically live the command-
ments of Jesus. No human beings ever 
provided means that can make us holy 
but only a stringent following of the 

               

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY!

FIRST READING: Leviticus 19:1 - 2, 17 - 18

Moses urges the Israelites to holiness.  They must bear no hatred in their hearts.  
Rather, they must follow this law: love your neighbor as yourself.

 SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:16 - 23

We are all temples of the Holy Spirit, and as such belong to God.  We must 
never think that we are self-sufficient, or that we alone rule our lives.  We must 
beware the wisdom of the world, which is not of God.  We belong to Christ, 
and therefore must live in Christ and depend on Christ.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:38 - 48

Jesus tells us that we must return good for evil and love for hate.  We must go 
the extra mile and love our enemies.  We must strive to be perfect, just as God 
is perfect.  This will prove that we belong to the Father.
Notice in today’s readings that even though Jesus quotes common sayings 
about revenge and hatred for one’s enemies, inviting his disciples to live con-
trary to those aphorisms, the first reading says exactly the same as Jesus.  “You 
shall not bear hatred for your brother or sister in your heart.”  What a joy to 
know that our God of love has always invited us to show love for one another, 
and to overcome our fear and hatred!

MASS INTENTIONS                             

Saturday Mass (Sunday Observance): 

6:00 PM:   Birthday blessings and God’s continued guidance and protection for 
                                                                                                          Mark Charles. 
        
                  Birthday blessings for Grace Mason    rb  Grace Mason.

Sunday Masses: 

7:30 AM:   God’s healing and deliverance for Lincoln  & Georgette Jules
                                                                                                rb  Georgette Jules.
         
10:00 AM:  Maria Martin (deceased)   rb  Cuthbert Bellot.

6:00 PM:  God’s continued blessings for the Haitian Community.

Daily Masses: 

Mon. Feb. 20, 6:00 PM: St. Margaret of Cortona        
          Mary Boyce (d)  & David Boyce Jr., (d).
  
Tues. Feb. 21, 7:00 AM: St. Peter Damian
          Birthday blessings for Phillip Bellot   rb  Francesca Bellot.
    
Wed. Feb. 22, 7:00 AM: The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle         
          Birthday blessings and God’s healing for Victor Benoit.

Thurs. Feb. 23, 7:00 AM: St. Polycarp
          Birthday blessings for Eve Ogiste  rb  Eve Ogiste.   

Fri. Feb. 24,  7:00 PM: Blessed Josefa Naval Girbes
          Alicia Thomas  (d)  rb  Alma Wells.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SECOND COLLECTION: This week’s second collection goes towards Priests’ 
Pension Fund.  Next week’s second collection will go towards Catholic 
Education.  As always we thank you for your generosity.

ETERNAL CANDLE: This week the Eternal Candle is burning for God’s 
guidance and protection for Tevin Peters.  You can request Eternal Candle for 
your loved ones’ birthdays or any special occasions. 

OFFICE CLOSED:  Please be informed that the church office will be closed ALL 
day on Monday, February 20, 2017, in observance of Presidents’ Day.  Please be 
guided accordingly.

FELLOWSHIP BOAT RIDE:  Sts. Peter & Paul fundraising committee presents 
a fellowship boat ride on Friday, February 24, 2017, from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m. on the Kon Tiki Party Raft.  Tickets: $25.00 and are available at Sts. Peter 
& Paul Cathedral Church office, committee members and Deacon Bernard Gibs.  
Music will be by Sammy Watts. There will be complimentary hors d’oeuvres and 
a cash bar available.

BREAKFAST SALE:  The Dominica Association of St. Thomas will host a 
breakfast sale in Holy Family parking lot on Saturday, February 25, 2017. 
This event is scheduled to commence at 7:00 a.m. and end at noon.   Thanks in 
anticipation of your kind support.                 

FOOD FOR THE POOR:  Next weekend we will collect non-perishable items 
for our less fortunate brothers and sisters within our community.  As always, we 
thank you for your generosity, and may God continue to bless you and your family 
abundantly.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2017:  The World Day of Prayer will take place on 
Friday, March 3, 2017, at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation located at 
Anna’s Retreat.  Praise and worship begins at 6:45 p.m. and the service begins 
at 7:00 p.m.  The country of recognition this year is the Philippines. As many 
Catholics as possible are asked to attend to represent our Church. Ladies are asked 
to wear white with a yellow scarf, yellow stole or ribbon.  Your presence
will be greatly appreciated.  

FOOD SALE:  St. Joseph Workers of Holy Family Church will host a food sale 
on Saturday, March 4, 2017, at Holy Family parking lot from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.   MEATS: Roast Pork, Baked Chicken, Barbecued Chicken, Pigtail Souse 
and Fish.  STARCHES: Peas & Rice, Macaroni & Cheese, Potato Stuffing and 
Potato Salad.  VEGGIES: Tossed Salad and Hot Vegetables.  Drinks will be on 
sale.  Price $12.00 and  Fish Plate - $15.00.  

ANNUAL YOUTH LENTEN RETREAT:  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is 
hosting a youth retreat to take place on Saturday, March 11, 2017, at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church from 8:00 am to 3:00 p.m.  The guest speaker is Fr. James 
Holland from Transfiguration Roman Catholic Church.  This retreat is for students 
from 6th to 12th grade.  Lunch will be provided. Parents are welcome to join.

JESUS EXPLOSION NUMBER 1:  The Diocese of St. Thomas of the Virgin 
Islands presents Jesus Explosion Number One, which will take place at Columban 
Hall at Holy Family Church, from Friday, March 31 to Sunday, April 2, 2017.  
The main speaker will be Fr. Ian Taylor of Trinidad &Tobago.  The theme for 
the weekend is “God’s Love” - John 3:16.  The fee is $20.00 for ages 10 to 21 
which includes registration, material, weekend meals and a polo shirt.  Adults: 
22 and older, registration is $35.00.  Meals and polo shirts are sold separately.  
Registration forms are available at all Catholic churches.   Accommodations are 
needed for visitors from Trinidad, Virgin Gorda, Tortola and St. Croix.  Volunteers 
please contact Yvonne Freeman at 340-642-6377.  

LITURGY AND WORD CONT’D 

beatitudes can help us to participate in the 
holiness of God. When we totally conform 
ourselves to Jesus through his grace we 
become holy as he is holy. The saints 
became so conformed to Jesus and living 
his commandments enabled them to be 
sharers of his holiness.
Jesus taught us, “If anyone forces you to 
go one mile, go with them two miles” The 
extra mile expands our vision. Without 
going that mile, we may not become a 
new creation. Without making second-
mile sacrifices, we may not become 
what we are intended to be in the plan 
of God. When we go the extra mile, we 
demonstrate God’s grace. “Love your 
enemies” sounds like an impossible 
demand, but with the Holy Spirit’s help 
we can go the extra mile because the Lord 
went the extra mile for us. When we were 
at odds with God, he loved and saved us 
(Rom 5:1-11). When we are able to go 
beyond what is ordinary we participate 
in Jesus’ vision “to be perfect,” and we 
rediscover the true purpose of our life 
and vocation. So, let us pray that we may 
be fulfilled in our true purpose, as our 
heavenly Father is the culmination of all 
true purposes.

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME


