
                                                                             Holy Family Catholic Church

P.O. Box 502218, St. Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands 00805
Tel: (340) 775-1650   
Fax: (340) 775-1750
E-mail: holyfamilyvi@msn.com 
Website: www.holyfamilystt.com
Facebook: Holy Familyvi
EMERGENCY CONTACT
(340) 513-8262

Welcomes You!
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 23, 2017

MISSION STATEMENT
The Church of  the Holy Family exists to Nurture and advance Christ’s 

Eucharistic Unconditional Love to all, through Love of  God and neighbor.

WEEKLY ADVERTISEMENTS

Le Bleu			 
ULTRA PURE BOTTLED WATER		  			                     	Chi-Co’s Distributing, Inc

Lindberg Bay #18		
P.O Box 302250		
St. Thomas, VI 00803		

     340-776-5894 / Fax: 340-776-5854

Please pray for the members of our body who are sick or suffering. . .

HOSPITAL: Rita Thompson. 
OFF ISLAND: Defy Francoise, Bertina Lestrade, Altagracia Padilla, Emile Joseph, Joseph 
Archer, Clementina Abraham, Maggie Dolphin, Bishop Thomas, John Gimenez, Jean Dragin.

AT HOME: Rita Ledee, Rose Celestine, Margarita Feliciano, Martina Lewis, Olivia Gumbs, 
Ann Bedminster, Medina Scatliffe, Bernice Knight, Philomen Baron, Claudy Brutus, McLean 
Fontain (Sparrow), Vernelle Gumbs, Evelyn Simon, Mary Lewis, Veronica Sealey, Isabel Dublin, 
Gerard Henry, Theresa Felix, Ruthine Johnson, Grace Thompson, Baby Elizabeth Dolphin, Andrea 
Victorine, Josephine James.
.
.                                        

SEAVIEW:  
MASSAC:    
LUCINDA MILLIN: 
EBENEZER HOME: Cleota Hill.

And all the sick and suffering in our community!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY for the repose of the souls of 
loved ones who have been called home by our Savior. If you or your 
loved one is going into the hospital, please contact the office so that 
you/they may receive the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

 
CANTORS:   Allan Harrigan	      Dr. Gloria B. Callwood	       Marguerite Rene                                                                                                				         Felicinne Marcellin                                                                                

                                     LECTORS:   Val	 Douté		       Bridget Toussaint  	        YOUNG
	          Chris Douté		      Noreen Joseph                      VINCENTIANS

EUCH MIN: Olga Mcbean	      Rose Labadie		         Lola Warrington
                       			        Allison Charles             
                                    	                         				                                                                                                                                                     
                                      
                                             Thank you for serving !!!  

 You are practicing Moderation when you ...

*Get enough of what you need, no more, no less.

*Use self-discipline to stop yourself from over doing 
things.

*Take charge of your health.

*Balance work and play in your life.

*Know your own limits and set boundaries for yourself.

*Are content with enough.

Affirmation:

I am moderate. I 
am thankful and 
content to get what I 
need. I use my time 
and energy wisely. 
My life is balanced.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU!
MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE

                       
	          6:00PM	                   7:30AM	                   10:00AM

FUNERAL MASSES

Funeral Masses at Holy Family Church 
are held on the designated day at 9:00 a.m.  
If you would like a different time please 
contact the pastor.  Tributes and solos are 
done before the Mass.  Please keep your 
prelude activities to the minimum.  
Funerals are NOT held on Wednesdays 
and on weekends (Saturdays and Sun-
days).  Lectors of Holy Family Church 
will do the readings. Thank you for 
your cooperation.

PARISH CELEBRATION                                 
Birthdays

Daryl Griffith II, Donnalee Isaac, 
Giselle Reynolds, Acron Francois, 

Brianna Esprit, Shanique Stout, Peter 
Williams, Sherise Francis, Jerome 

Vanterpool, Julian Wallace, Rozheal 
Gegoire, Carmen Laville, Rousel Cha-

relus, Michele Stout, Cecil Anthony 
Battiste, Verne JonBaptiste, Felicita 

Estel Hodge, Julie Smith, Charles Jo-
seph, Sarina Mc. Bean, Joan Thom-
as-Alfred, Philmon Matthew, Daisy 

Joseph, Corine Moorhead

Anniversaries

Mr. &. Mrs. Philmon Matthew
Mr. & Mrs. Egbert Dagou - July 24
Desmond & Marie Esprit - July 25

Lord, bless our parishioners who cele-
brate their special day this week.  Amen!

HOLY FAMILY FINANCE COUNCIL

Alicia Douté                  Yasmine Haynes
Jean Dragin                    Anneta Heyliger
Claudia Winston                    Dan Hurley

       John T. Williams  
                    Rev. Neil Scantlebury (Pastor)

Pastor
Reverend Neil Scantlebury

Associate Pastor
Reverend Kerly François

Interim Deacon
Rev. Mr. Peter Laurencin

Administrative Assistant
Ms. Allison Charles

Sacristan
Mr. Ryan John

Musicians
Mr. Francis Callwood
Mr. Verne Callwood

Mr. Desmond Simmonds
Mr. Ade Warrington

Volunteers
Mrs. Jennifer Johnson

Mr. Richard Callwood, III

CHANCERY: BISHOP’S OFFICE

(340) 774-3166

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 6:00 PM

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM &     
6:00 PM Creole Mass 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday: 6:00 PM

Tuesday - Thursday: 7:00 AM
Wednesday: OLPH Novena before the 

7:00 AM Mass followed by
Adoration after the mass to 5:30 PM

Friday: Holy Hour - 6:00 PM 
Mass at 7:00 PM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 5:15 PM -  5:45 PM

or by appointment.

OFFICE HOURS

Mondays - 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM

Tuesday - Friday

7:30 AM - 4:00 PM

HOLY FAMILY 
PARISH COUNCIL

Monthly meeting is normally held on 
the third Wednesday of the month.

Eubald René (Chairman)
Yasmine Haynes (Secretary)

Bridget Toussaint
Jennifer Johnson
Christian Douté

Mona Bedminster
Felicia Felix

Fr. Neil Scantlebury (Pastor)
Fr. Kerly François (Assoc. Pastor)

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, August 17, 2017

at 6:30 pm in Lower Columban Hall.

HURRICANE PRAYER
God our Father, all the elements of na-
ture obey Your commands.  Keep us 
safe from the danger of hurricanes and 
all other natural disasters.  Let us always 
feel the presence of Your love.  May we 
be secure in Your protection and turn 
our fears into praise of Your goodness.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen!

HURRICANE SEASON: JUNE 1 TO NOVEMBER 30:

O God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love 
you, and I ask pardon for those who do not 
believe, do not adore, do not hope and do 
not love you.  Amen. Venerable Pierre Toussaint 

Catholic Chapel
4B-B Estate Bovoni

St. Thomas VI 00802

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 
- (Spanish)

                6:00 p.m. - (Creole)
Thursday:   6:00 p.m. 

      (Creole)

Readings for the Week
of July 23, 2017

Mon.: Exodus 14:5 - 18; Matthew 12:38 - 42

Tue.: 2 Cor. 4:7 - 15; Matthew 20:20 - 28
                                          
Wed.: Exodus 16:1 - 5, 9 - 15; Matt. 13:1 - 9

Thur.: Exodus 19:1 - 2, 9 - 11, 16 - 20b;
		              Matthew 13:10 - 17

Fri.: Exodus 20:1 - 17; Matthew 13:18 - 23

Sat.: Exodus 24:3 - 8; John 11:19 - 27

              NEXT SUNDAY: 	      
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Kings 3:5, 7 - 12
Romans 8:28 - 30

Matthew 13:44 - 52
When you enter THE CHURCH talk to GOD;

when you leave - talk to each other!

          



                                                                                                            STEWARDSHIP 
OF TREASURE

Every week the report on steward-
ship will include our gifts of time, tal-
ent, and treasure. In gratitude to God, 
we give of our first fruits to help ful-
fill God’s mission of love here on earth. 

 Attendance: Last Weekend: 455

Last Weekend’s collections
FIRST COLLECTION: $ 5,378.96
SECOND COLLECTION:                                 
              Bishop’s Appeal: $1,086.19
  
Our Bishop’s Appeal contribution now 
amounts to $28,693.00, 72% of our goal of 
$40,000.00.  As always we thank you for 
your continuous contribution towards our 
Bishop’s Appeal.  Once again, thank you.

LITURGY AND WORD

In the Synoptic Gospels, the literary 
form Parable designates a form of 
speech used by Jesus that expresses 
the fundamental principles of his 
proclamation. So far as we know, 
Jesus was the first person to use this 
method of teaching extensively. Je-
sus made wide and varied use of it 
that he gave the parable a renewed 
vitality. In fact, he perfected the 
form so well that Christians were 
reluctant to use it thereafter, know-
ing they could never be as effective 
as their Master was.
A parable is a comparison of two 
objects for the purpose of teaching. 
The parables of Jesus have man-
ifested an astonishing viability in 
interpretation. Jesus did not invent 
the Parable, but it is significant that 
he is the only one who used it in the 
New Testament. At one time of his 
ministry it was his only method of 
speaking to the masses (Mt 13:34).
The subject matter of the Synoptic 
parables is taken from the daily 
world of Jesus’ audience, some 
from nature, and some from the 
multitude of social relationships. 
Like the rabbis, Jesus uses contem-
porary metaphors like king, servant, 
vineyard, yeast, seed and so on. All 
these features arouse interest in the 
hearer.
The main thrust of the parables is 
the kingdom of God. Jesus’ parables 
are thematically distinct from those 
of the rabbis, which primarily serve 
to expound the law. The objective 
of Jesus’ parables is discernible 
from their indicative and imperative 
elements (address and demand); 
their intent is to transform the 
hearer. Therefore, they are more 
than pedagogic aids and Jesus’ own 
life gave the parables the practical 
commentary.
The parable of the wheat and weeds 
(today’s gospel) follows upon the 
parable of the Sower. The setting 
is agricultural, and the subject is 
the mixed reception accorded to 
Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom. 
The problem faced in the parable is 
the fact that some Jews accept and 
others reject the gospel. The issue 
before the Christian is, how do we 
react to this reality? The parable 
counsels patience and tolerance in 

               

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY!

FIRST READING: Wisdom 12:13 , 16 - 19

Though powerful, the Lord judges with mercy and governs with care.  God 
teaches people kindness, hope, and repentance.

 SECOND READING: Romans 8:26 - 27

Paul reminded the Romans that the Spirit helps God’s people in their weakness 
and intercedes for them.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:24 - 43

Jesus told the crowd the parable of the wheat and the weeds, the parable of the 
mustard seed, and the parable of the yeast.  Through parables, He encouraged 
His disciples, assuring them that God’s saints would shine like the sun in the 
heavenly reign.  
Today’s first reading sets the context for the Gospel reading by announcing that 
God judges with mercy and permits repentance for our sins.  Using this lens to 
look at the Gospel, we can see that our merciful God allows plenty of time for 
the weeds and wheat to grow together, so that the wheat is not pulled up acci-
dentally.  Let us listen today for God’s message of mercy.

MASS INTENTIONS                             

Saturday Mass (Sunday Observance): 

6:00 PM:  Protection for Marie Renal   rb  Marie Renal.

                                                
                  Sunday Masses: 

7:30 AM: I tell God thanks for everything   rb  Marie Renal.

10:00 AM:  Birthday blessings for Lorna Grieg   rb   The Grieg family.

6:00 PM:  God’s continued guidance and blessings for Rev. Kerly François.

Daily Masses: 

Mon. July 24, 6:00 PM: St.  Sharbel Makhluf 
     In thanksgiving to God for favors and blessings received  rb  Pamela Charles.
 
Tues. July 25, 7:00 AM: St. James, Apostle - Feast
             Elizabeth Michael (d)   rb  The Children of Mary.

Wed. July 26, 7:00 AM: Sts. Joachim and Anne - Feast
             Dr. Lino Lapenna (d)   rb  His wife, Tina Lapenna.
              
Thurs. July 27, 7:00 AM: Blessed Titus Brandsma   
             Dr. Lino Lapenna (d)   rb  His wife, Tina Lapenna.

Fri. July 28, 7:00 PM:  Blessed Mary Magdalen Martinengo 
             Birthday blessings for Alonté Smith  rb   The Smith, Douté, Ferrell, and
							                   Brown families.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECOND COLLECTION: This week’s second collection goes towards the 
Bishop’s Appeal.  Next week’s second collection will go towards Catholic 
education.  As always we thank you for your generosity.

ETERNAL CANDLE: This week the Eternal Candle is burning for God’s 
continued blessings and guidance for Rev. Neil Scantlebury. You can request 
Eternal Candle for your loved ones’ birthdays or any special occasions. 

SYMPATHY: On behalf of Holy Family parishioners, Rev. Kerly François,  
Rev. Neil Scantlebury and Deacon Peter Laurencin extend sincere sympathy 
to Ethelbert Bedminster and family on the passing of his brother, Daniel 
Bedminster, who died on Monday, July 10, 2017. The funeral Mass for the late 
Daniel Bedminster will take place on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at Holy Family 
Church. May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. Amen.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:  All 2017 high school graduates who are active 
in the church are asked to sign your name for the 2017 St. Joseph Workers’ 
Scholarship.  The signup sheet is located on the table at the entrance of the church.  
Congratulations.

FATIMA CELEBRATIONS:  The Children of Mary invites everyone to a series 
of celebrations celebrating the hundredth year of Our Lady’s appearance to the 
children in Fatima.  The next celebration is Sunday, August 13, 2017 at Our Lady 
of Cassi Hill Shrine at 7:00 p.m.   The celebrations will continue on the 13th of 
each month until October 13, 2017.  Your participation will be greatly appreciated.

CASSI HILL PILGRIMAGE: The 70th Annual Pilgrimage to Cassi Hill will be 
celebrated on Sunday, August 20, 2017.  We will gather at Four Winds Plaza from 
2:00 p.m.  The procession begins at 2:30 p.m. to Our Lady of Cassi Hill Shrine.  
We will end with a closing mass at Holy Family Church at 3:30 p.m.  Light 
refreshments will be served after the mass in the classroom.  All are invited.

 AT HOLY FAMILY: Please check out our website at www.holyfamilystt.com 
and our face book page at Holy Familyvi.  Also, 
(1) Log on to FORMED.ORG/REGISTRATION then use the parish code 
QMPGC4. (2) MYPARISHAPP: Access the App Store, download the 
MYPARISH APP, put in the name of your parish (Holy Family). 

Bishop Thomas has relocated to the address below.  We continue to wish him all 
the best at his new home.  Telephone no. 340-344-8291.
                     

MOST REVEREND ELLIOTT G. THOMAS
C/O JEANNE JUGAN FACILITY

186 HIGHLAND AVENUE
SOMERVILLE, MA 02143-1507

LITURGY AND WORD CONT’D 

in the present. The assumption behind 
this counsel is the confidence that at 
the final judgment there will be a sep-
aration between the just and the unjust 
along with appropriate rewards and 
punishments.
The message of patient tolerance and 
leaving to God the settling of scores 
is timely today also. For a world in 
which so many conflicts occur on the 
basis of religion, race, ethnic identity, 
and so forth, this is sound advice. The 
readers of all generations need to be 
reminded of the wondrous promise and 
surpassing value of the kingdom of 
God that are sketched so neatly in the 
little parables that appear in pairs.
We can learn a lesson about patience 
from the little spider. Watch a spider 
as she patiently rebuilds her web each 
time it is broken or removed. Seldom 
will she move its location but chooses 
to rebuild it with patience. She re-
weaves its broken strands each time 
they are broken. She waits, in patience, 
for dinner to come into her white cos-
mos of tiny threads.
Like the spider we must return again 
and again to rebuild our webs bringing 
together the threads of our lives and 
uniting them to the divine centre with-
in. Without such work our lives be-
come disconnected, without peace and 
broken. Perhaps the next time we see a 
spider’s web, we can see it as a spiritu-
al classroom and not simply something 

to be swept away.

16th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME


