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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY!
FIRST READING: Numbers 11:25 - 29

Moses said to Joshua, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the people
of the Lord were prophets!”’

SECOND READING: James 5:1 - 6

°, . . . . . .
«“‘Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. Your
ewealth has rotted away.”

GOSPEL READING: Mark 9:38 - 43, 45, 47 - 48

oJesus reassured the disciples, “Whoever is not against us is for us ... If your
shand causes you to sin, cut it off.”

For years the Israelites looked to Moses to speak on the Lord’s behalf. Simi-
elarly, the disciples looked to Jesus to drive out demons. But today we hear first
*of God bestowing the gift of prophecy on seventy elders and then of a stranger
edriving out demons in Jesus’ name. Moses and Jesus respond the same way to
othe objections of others: the spirit of the Lord is upon these people. They are
son our side.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday Mass (Sunday Observance):

5:00 PM: God’s guidance, deliverance and protection for Marie Renal

rb Marie Renal.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 AM: Birthday blessings for Fr. Neil Scantlebury rb Maureen Petersen.

10:00 AM: God’s continued healing and blessings for Magdalene Maxim.

Birthday blessings for Eustace E. Rene rb The Rene family.

5:00 PM: God’s healing, deliverance and blessings for the Haitian community.

Daily Masses:

Mon. Oct. 1, 7:00 AM: St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Birthday blessings for Dante Hodge rb Clepha Rawling.

Tues. Oct. 2, 7:00 AM: The Holy Guardian Angels
Anniversary blessings for Victor and Josette Baly b Alma Wells.

Wed. Oct. 3, 7:00 AM: Blessed Bartolo Longo
Diana Herman (d) rb Children of Mary.

Thurs. Oct. 4, 7:00 AM: St. Francis of Assisi
Morris Liverpool (d) tb Mona Bedminster.

Fri. Oct. 5, 7:00 AM: Blessed Francis Xavier
Deacon Leonard Monsanto (d) rb Children of Mary.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECOND COLLECTION: This week’s second collection goes towards the
St. Vincent de Paul Society. Next week’s second collection will go towards
Renovation Fund. As always we thank you for your generosity.

ETERNAL CANDLE: This week the Eternal Candle is burning for God’s
deliverance, protection, blessings and guidance for Marie Renal. You can
request the Eternal Candle for your loved ones’ birthdays or any special
occasions.

ONLINE GIVING: Visit our website: www.holyfamilystt.com and select
support our parish. Holy Family offers a mobile version of our online giving
page to make it easy for you to give anytime from your smart phone. Thanks to all
those who have already started to use tl}1,e online giving, may God richly bless you.

THANK YOU: Bishop Thomas sends his heartfelt thanks to everyone who sent

him cards or called him on the occasion of his 92nd birthday. He thanks you for
lifting him up in prayer, interceding on his behalf and letting him know you care.
God bless you alP

RCIA: Adults who wish to join the Catholic church or know their faith better are
encouraged to attend classes on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in Lower Columban
Hall, and every Wednesday thereafter.

SYMPATHY: On behalf of Holy Family parishioners, Rev. Kerly Francois,
Deacon Laurencin and Rev. Neil Scantlebury extend sincere sympathy to Stacy
Abraham-Lloyd and Valda Abraham and family on the passing of their mother,
Crescentia Bezo Abraham, who died on Monday, September 17, 2018. The
funeral mass for the late Crescentia Bezo Abraham will take place on Friday,
October 5, 2018, at Holy Family Church at 10:00 a.m. Viewing will precede the
mass at 9:00 a.m. May her soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

ADORATION: Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament continues every Wednesday,
after the 7:00 a.m. mass to conclude at 5:00 p.m., and every Friday from 6:00
p-m. to 7:00 p.m. Whether you spend 15 minutes or the whole day, come and sit
with Jesus.

NOTE: The reception of Holy Communion, in Catholic teaching, indicates an
agreement of faith, on the recipient’s part, with the Catholic doctrine of Jesus’
real presence in this sacrament. Catholics observe a Eucharistic fast of one
hour prior to receiving communion. Therefore, it is inappropriate to have any
food, candy, gum, etc., in your mouth while in church.

Having shared in the Eucharist, you are compelled to go and work for peace
and justice, thereby building God’s Kingdom now.

It doesn’t matter how many Sundays you sit in church or if you think you are saved. God sees
what you do and how you treat others. That is what really matters. Amen.

LITURGYAND WORD

The fourth book of the Pentateuch is
called “Numbers” because it begins
with a census of the Hebrew people.
The book received its final form around
550 B.C., during the Babylonian ex-
ile.

The book of Numbers recounts the
many incidents that occurred during
the journey from Sinai to Moab (Num
10:11—21:35). The sacral community
is on the move and the major stops

on the way are Paran (12:16—19:22)
and Kadesh (20:1—21:4). The journey
is tough and the people rebel against
Moses and Aaron. Today’s first read-
ing provides God’s answer to Moses’
prayer in the wake of the murmuring
of the people regarding lack of nour-
ishing food in the wilderness (cf. Num
11:4-15).

On most occasions of crisis due to
rebellion from the people, Moses
intercedes with God for them. But here
Moses behaved differently. He likened
himself to a frustrated and totally tired
woman carrying an unwanted child. He
saw the people of Israel as a burden-
some child for whose conception he
was not responsible and unwilling to
carry. Feeding the numerous Israelites
was more than he could manage and
the weight seemed too much for Moses
to bear. Hence he prayed for his own
immediate death.

God immediately responded to Moses’
prayer and provided quick solutions:
Moses alone cannot lead the Israelites.
God then asks Moses to gather seventy
clders so that he would provide them
with some of the spirit that he had giv-
en to Moses and they would bear the
burden along with Moses. According to
God’s command, Moses gathered the
elders and God gave them his spirit.
They received the spirit of prophecy
from God to validate their appoint-
ment. Eldad and Medad received the
same gift, although they were not with
the elders in the tabernacle court, but
in the camp. This creates the problem.
Someone tells Moses that Eldad and
Medad are prophesying in the camp
and not along with the other elders

in the tabernacle court and so to stop
them.

Moses does not heed to them but utters
the famous words, “Would that all the
Lord’s people were prophets, that the
Lord would put his spirit upon them!”
(Num 11:29).

The Gospel of today narrates a similar
episode. John informs Jesus that they
saw a man casting out demons in his
name and they prevented him, because

he did not belong to the group of dis-

STEWARDSHIP
OF TREASURE

Every week the report on steward-
ship will include our gifts of time, tal-
ent, and treasure. In gratitude to God,
we give of our first fruits to help ful-
fill God’s mission of love here on earth.

Attendance: Last Weekend: 382
|%ast Weekend’s collections
IRST COLLECTION: $6.153.36

Catholic Education: $830.00

Our Bishop’s Appeal contribution for 2018
mounted to $33,732.00, 84% of our goal of
40,000.00. As always we thank you for your
ontinuous contribution towards our Bishop’s
[ppeal. Once again, thank you. Y,

LITURGY AND WORD Cont’d
ciples.

esus tells him not to prevent him. In the
case of Eldad and Medad, Moses’ attitude
owards them was tolerance. Jesus too
ook a similar stance, and Jesus’ tolerant
attitude was grounded in the idea that any-
one who exorcised in his name would be
slow to speak ill of him. The example of
olerance may have been used to criticize
endencies towards exclusivism in the
early Church.

o one has monopoly of the work of the
ingdom. We must accept the success of
others humbly and rejoice in it, as Paul did
(Phil 1:18). No work done for Christ will
go unrewarded, whoever does it.

The Gospel continues with a warning
against scandal. The kingdom of God is a
serious matter; that is why to put a spir-
itual stumbling block in someone’s way
ill be punished with severity. Indeed, the
alue of the kingdom of God is so great
hat no sacrifice is too great to be part for
it. Hand, foot, and eye stand for the most
recious human possessions, yet losing
hem is better than losing the kingdom

of God. Of course, this is meant meta-
horically and not literally, as some early
fathers took it and as some fundamentalist
groups still understand it.
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