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ETERNAL CANDLE: This week the Eternal Candle is burning for God’s
blessings, guidance and protection for Mary Soodeen, requested by Joseph

ATH SUNDAY OF EASTER || Aliefuia |

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE DAY!
FIRST READING: Acts 4:8 - 12

Every week the report on stewardship will in-
clude our gifts of time, talent, and treasure. In
gratitude to God, we give of our first fruits to

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd lays down his life for

Peter explained to the pe é)le that every good deed and all restoration
sto health are accomplished in the name of Christ Jesus the Nazorean,
'through whom all are saved.

. SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1 - 2

Behevers are the dearly beloved children of God who do not yet know
‘fvl?at shgll come to light. When it does come to light, believers will be
; ike God.

' GOSPEL READING: John 10:11 - 18

.J esus is the good shepherd who knows the sheep. The Good Shepherd
«not only loves and protects the sheep but is willing to lay down his life
+for the sheep.

JTwo metaphors in today’s readings describe Jesus. Peter, drawing upon
«the words of the psalmist, calls Jesus the cornerstone. He is the founda-
«tion of our Christian faith, the one who conquered death and brought sal-
<vation to the world. In the Gospel, Jesus identifies himself as the Good
Shepherd. He leads and cares for his sheep, even sheep outside the fold,
seventually laying down his life for them, for us. Let us reflect on how
Jesus is our cornerstone and our shepherd
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5:00 PM: God’s blessings and protection for Celestine George

rb Her family.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 AM: Birthday blessings for Michael Charles rb His family.

10:00 AM: Birthday blessings for Julie, Elma, Amayah and K’Lynn.

5:00 PM: God’s continuous blessings for the Haitian community.

Daily Masses:

Mon. Apr. 26, 7:00 AM: St. Zita
God’s deliverance and healing for Holy Family parishioners.

Tues. Apr. 27, 7:00 AM: St. Gianna Beretta Molla
Phillip Marcellin (deceased) tb St. Joseph Workers.

Wed. Apr. 28, 7:00 AM: Sts. Peter Chanel & Louis Grignion de Montfort
Rose and Richard Cook (deceased) rb Estelle Farro.

Thurs. Apr. 29, 7:00 AM: St. Catherine of Siena
Cyrille Joseph (deceased) tb The Rene family.

Fri. Apr. 30, 5:00 PM: St. Pius V
Dejani Chitolie (deceased) b The Chitolie family.
#WASHYOURHANDS #SOCIALDISTANCING

HWEAR A MASK #CRUSHCOVID19

and Beulah Babulal. You can request the Eternal Candle for your loved ones’
birthdays or any special occasions.

SECOND COLLECTION: This week’s second collection goes towards the
Catholic Home Mission. Next week’s second collection will go towards the
Bishop’s Appeal. As always we thank you for your generosity.

Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today! Right now, over 40% of
dioceses in the United States and its territories are considered mission territory,
because they are unable to fund essential pastoral activities needed in their
communities. Your support funds religious education, seminary formation, lay
ministry training, and other programs that build vibrant faith communities right
here in the United States. Please be generous. More information can be found at
www.usccb.org/home-missions.

BISHOP’S APPEAL: Please pray for the success of the Bishop’s Appeal 2021.
The appeal wants to make a difference in the Virgin Islands through Catholic
education, Catholic Charities and Catholic evangelization. Please give a generous
gift so that we can continue to improve on the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy in our diocese.

For your convenience, you may choose to make a pledge now and spread your
payments over several months. Donations may be made in the form of cash,
check or credit card. Please fill out the form in the brochure and make your
checks payable to “Diocese of St. Thomas.” Please see the brochure for further
information. Thank You!

“It’s not how much we give, its how much LOVE we put into giving.”
Mother St. Theresa of Calcutta

FOOD FOR THE POOR: This weekend we will collect non-perishable items

for our less fortunate brothers and sisters within our community. As always, we
thank you for your generosity, and may God continue to bless you and your family
abundantly.

CHURCH BULLETIN: Please be reminded that the church bulletin can be
viewed or accessed online at www.holyfamilystt.com or via myParish app.
Access the App Store, download the MYPARISH APP, and then put in the name
of your parish (Holy Family). Please be guided accordingly.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: Are you unemployed or just looking for a change
in your career and are desirous of working in a most exciting and fulfilling
atmosphere?

Catholic Charities of the Virgin Islands seeks to employ an Administrative
Assistant with some accounting experience.

We offer: retirement plan, health insurance, paid vacations.

Call 340-777-8518 for further information or email ccusvi@outlook.com
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PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

The Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands is committed to protecting children
from all harm. If you have knowledge of any member of the clergy or other church
worker who may have abused a minor, please contact the diocesan child protection coor-
dinator, Callista Julien at 340-772-4214.

the sheep. A hired man, who is not a
shepherd and whose sheep are not his
own, sees a wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away, and the wolf
catches and scatters them. This is
because he works for pay and has no
concern for the sheep.” John 10:11

Traditionally, this Fourth Sunday

of Easter is called “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” This is because the readings
for this Sunday from all three liturgical
years come from the tenth chapter of
John’s Gospel in which Jesus teaches
clearly and repeatedly about His role
of being the Good Shepherd. What
does it mean to be a shepherd? More
specifically, how is it that Jesus most
perfectly acts as the Good Shepherd of
us all?

The image of Jesus being a shepherd is
an endearing image. Many artists have
shown Jesus as a gentle and kind man
holding a sheep in His arms or on His
shoulders. In part, it is this holy image
that we put before our mind’s eye to
ponder today. This is an inviting image
and one that helps us to turn to our
Lord, as a child would turn to a parent
in need. But though this gentle and
endearing image of Jesus as a shepherd
is quite inviting, there are other aspects
of His role as Shepherd that should also
be considered.

The Gospel quoted above gives us the
heart of Jesus’ definition of the most
important quality of a good shepherd.
He is one who “lays down his life for
the sheep.” He is one who is willing to
suffer, out of love, for those entrusted
to his care. He is one who chooses

the life of the sheep over his own

life. At the heart of this teaching is
sacrifice. A shepherd is sacrificial. And
being sacrificial is the truest and most
accurate definition of love.

Though Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”
'Who gave His life for us all, we

must also daily strive to imitate His
sacrificial love for others. We must be
Christ, the Good Shepherd, to others
every day. And the way we do this is
by looking for ways to lay our lives

help fulfill God’s mission of love here on earth.

Attendance: Last Weekend: 325

ﬁast Weekend’s collections
IRST COLLECTION: $3.423.75

BISHOP’S APPEAL: $835.50

Thank you for your weekly contribution.
We pray God’s continued blessings upon
you and your family. Once again, thank

down for others, putting them first,

(ou for your generosity. D
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overcoming every selfish tendency,
and serving them with our lives. Love
is not only experiencing endearing and
eartwarming moments with others;
rst and foremost, love is about belng
sacrificial.

eflect, today, upon these two images
of Jesus the Good Shepherd. First,

onder the tender and gentle Lord Who

elcomes you and cares for you in a

oly, compassionate, and endearing

ay. But then turn your eyes to the
Crucifixion. Our Good Shepherd did,
indeed, give His life for us all. His
shepherding love led Him to suffer
greatly and to lay His life down so
hat we could be saved. Jesus was not
afraid to die for us, because His love

as perfect. We are the ones who

atter to Him, and He was willing to do
anything necessary to love us, including
sacrificing His life out of love. Ponder
his most holy and pure sacrificial love
and strive to more fully offer this same
love to all those whom you are called to
love.

esus our Good Shepherd, I thank You
rofoundly for loving me to the point
of sacrificing Your life on the Cross.
You love me not only with the utmost
enderness and compassion but also
in a sacrificial and selfless way. As 1
eceive Your divine love, dear Lord,
elp me to also imitate Your love and to
acrifice my life for others. Jesus, my
Good Shepherd, I trust in You.




