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Mass Schedule
Monday  ………………………………. No Mass
Tuesday – Friday ………………….. 7:00 A.M.
Saturday vigil ………….….………… 5:00 P.M.
Sunday: 7:30 A.M & 10:00 A.M. English

5:00 P.M. Creole/French

Devotions
Holy Hour
Wednesday following Holy Mass 
Novena Holy Mass to O.L.P.H.
Wednesday…......................... 7:00 A.M.
Novena Holy Mass to Sacred Heart
First Friday………………………. 7:00 A.M.

Holy Family
Church

394-213 Anna’s Retreat, St. Thomas 
U.S. Virgin Islands 00802
Telephone:  (340) 775-1650

Website: www.holyfamilystt.com
Email: holyfamilyusvi@gmail.com

Mission Statement

The Church of the Holy Family exists to nurture and

advance Christ’s Eucharistic Unconditional Love to all,

through love of God and Neighbor.

Faith and Scripture

We are a Roman Catholic family united in the Grace

and peace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit, and we are a parish who believe and

live the word of God as the truth that shepherds us.

Family and Service

We believe family relationship is important and vow to

do all we can to champion Christian family values.

Worship and Sacrifice

We build the Kingdom of God’s Love by proclaiming

His Words, spreading Catholic Devotions, celebrating

the Sacraments, and sharing the Eucharist; we

surrender our lives to Christ as a sacrifice of praise,

laying down our lives as He did.

Summary

We promise to preach what we practice and practice

what we preach:

“Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.”

Diocese of 
Saint Thomas

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 3, 2025

mailto:holyfamilyusvi@gmail.com


WEEKLY REFLECTION
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13,

14 & 17
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

By Father Modeste Digwou

Dear brothers and sisters, last Sunday, the word
of God invited us to persevere in prayer and to
silently meditate on the “Our Father,” which is
the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ himself. The
texts of today’s liturgy, the 18th Sunday in
Ordinary Time of the liturgical year C, invite us to
meditate on our relationship with material goods
and the ultimate end of our lives.

The first reading, taken from the book of
Qoheleth or Ecclesiastes, begins with the famous
slogan: “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” The
sacred author discovers in earthly life, which is
the same for the foolish and the wise, the
transitory nature of all things. He sees everything
as “vanity.” At the end of his earthly life, man
takes with him none of the riches he may have
amassed honestly and at the cost of enormous
sacrifices.

In the Gospel, Jesus seems to be saying the same
thing. Jesus begins by challenging the man who
wants to make him the judge of material matters,
then warns everyone against the temptation to
accumulate fleeting and fickle earthly riches for
oneself, to the detriment of the only imperishable
good, the love of God and neighbor. Jesus
illustrates his teaching with the example of a rich
man.

Faced with his riches, this rich man does not
think of his neighbor and forgets God. He is self-
centered. He forgets that everything is vanity, as
Qoheleth says, that is, fleeting and fickle. In
reality, like St. Paul in the second reading, Jesus
does not call for an ideological contempt for
earthly goods, but condemns the desire to live
only for oneself, indifferent to others and to God.

May the Lord grant us the right relationship with
the goods of this earth, that is, to consider them
as means to serve God and our neighbor, and not
to absolutize them.

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
AUGUST 3, 2025

SCRIPTURES OF THE WEEK
MONDAY: Saint John Vianney, Priest

Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;
Mt 14:13-21

TUESDAY: Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13;
Mt 14:22-36

WEDNESDAY:Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;
2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36

THURSDAY: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23

FRIDAY: Saint Dominic, Priest
Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 & 21;
Mt 16:24-28

SATURDAY: Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 & 51;
Mt 17:14-20

NEXT SUNDAY: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22;
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 12:32-48

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, August 2nd

5:00 PM ⴕ Alvin McBean → Repose of Soul rb his wife, Olga
McBean

SUNDAY, August 3rd

7:30 AM ⴕ Margaret George → Repose of Soul rb friends &
family
– Cydrenia Ferness → God’s blessings, protection,

guidance, & prosperity
10:00 AM – Beverly McClendon → God’s continued

blessings rb her friends
5:00 PM ⴕ Holy Souls in Purgatory → Repose of Souls

MONDAY, August 4th – no Mass

TUESDAY, August 5th

7:00 AM – Alicia Douté → God’s blessings & protection rb
7 AM Early Risers

WEDNESDAY, August 6th

7:00 AM ⴕ Anthony Stridiron → Repose of Soul rb friends &
family

THURSDAY, August 7th

7:00 AM – Cynthia Charles, Kishorn, Oryan & brothers →
deliverance & protection rb Cynthia Charles 

FRIDAY, August 8th

7:00 AM ⴕ Josefina Donastorg → Repose of Soul



Announcements Parish Information
Sacrament of Infant Baptism: Infant Baptisms will take
place on the Fourth Sunday of every month, parents
and god-parents must attend two pre-baptismal classes
prior to the Baptism. Please register your child.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Classes:
RCIA is the journey of faith by which interested persons
become members of the Roman Catholic Church. The
program instructs adults to enter into full communion
with the Catholic Church through Baptism and/or
Confirmation and Holy Communion. To register, please
call the church office at (340) 775-1650.

CCD Religious Education/Faith Formation: CCD classes
take place every Saturday from 9:00 AM - 12 noon.

Sacrament of Penance: Confession is the sacrament
that allows us to admit our faults and develop humility,
but the most profound part is we get to experience
Christ’s gift of mercy. Confessions will be on
Wednesdays after the exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, and on weekends 20 minutes before each
Mass.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Please call the
church office at (340) 775-1650 whenever a family
member or friend is seriously ill or hospitalized.

Healing Mass: A healing Mass is held the last Friday of
every month at 6:00 pm.

Visiting the Sick: The parish priests visits the sick every
Friday, please call the office with additional
information.

Funerals: All funeral services begin at 10:00 a.m. No
funerals are held on weekends. Arrangements must be
made with the Church before funeral arrangements
with the funeral home. Viewing in church is available,
however, we encourage viewing at funeral home.

Sacrament of Marriage: Please make arrangements
with the Pastor 6 months before your wedding by
calling the church office.

Parish Registration: Parishioners who are 18 years and
older are invited to register at the Church Office. We
would like to maintain an up-to-date listing of all Holy
Family parishioners. Registration also helps in
providing quick services for the request and proof of
miscellaneous church letters for individuals, Baptism,
Confirmation, etc.

Cleaning of the Church: The church is cleaned every
Friday of the Month at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed
and welcomed.

Welcome back to our pastor Fr. Modeste, thanking God for a
safe journey home.

New Employee: We welcome our new groundskeeper, Louis
Charles Cineus. We ask for God’s protection as he performs his
service.

Month of August: August is the month of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary and Jubilee of Our Lady of Cassi Hill.

Meeting: Fr. Modeste will be meeting with the Pastoral
Animation Team on Thursday, August 14, 2025 at 6:00 PM in
the Lower Columban Hall. All members are expected to be in
attendance.

Cassi Hill Pilgrimage: Holy Family Parish invites its
Parishioners, all Parishes, and the entire community to
participate in the 78th Annual Pilgrimage of Our Lady of Cassi
Hill. The pilgrimage will take place on Sunday, August 17,
2024, starting at 2:00 PM from the Four Winds Plaza to the
Shrine.

Sacrament of Infant Baptism: The next infant Baptism will take
place on August 24, 2025 at the 10:00 AM Mass. Please register
your child now.

Healing Mass: will be held on Friday, August 29, 2025—6:00
PM at the Shrine. Bring your sick and religious sacramental to
be bless.

Summer Intern: Our summer intern, Wens Augustin, has
completed five weeks of internship at Holy Family. As he now
prepares for his senior year of high school, we pray for God’s
continued blessings and guidance for him.

The Church is open every Wednesday from 7am to 3pm. Come
and spend some valuable spiritual time with the Lord while
meditating and reflecting.

Sts. Peter and Paul School is presently accepting students for
PK-11 for the 2025 – 2026 school year. The school prides itself
by focusing on Faith, Discipline, & Academics. Contact the
school office at 340-774-2199 or 774-5662 for additional
information.

Columban Hall: Before removing items/furniture from the
halls, permission must be obtained from the parish
administrator or the church office.

Hospitality Lounge: Please continue to support the lounge.
Donations of sandwiches, pastries and juices are accepted.

Eternal Candle
The Eternal Candle which burns in
the Sanctuary of our church, the reminder
of the Lord’s Presence in the Most Holy
Eucharist, will burn from August 2nd to
August 8th for God’s blessings, guidance,
protection, and prosperity, requested by
Cydrenia Ferness.



*This virtue is essential for spiritual growth*

Charity is a theological virtue that God instills in the soul at baptism. It
plays an essential role in the life of a Christian and in their spiritual
growth.

At baptism, the child or adult baptized receives sanctifying grace,
which makes him or her an adopted child of God and erases original
sin. In addition to this grace, the Lord also gives him or her the three
theological virtues, which are faith, hope, and charity. As the
Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, these virtues “dispose
Christians to live in relationship with the Holy Trinity. They have the
Triune God as their origin, motive, and object” (CCC 1812).

These virtues are a free gift from the Lord which, unlike the cardinal
virtues, cannot be acquired by merit or human effort: “They are
infused by God into the souls of the faithful to enable them to act as his
children and to merit eternal life” (CCC 1813). These three theological
virtues are the guarantee of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit
in the faculties of the human being. Faith enables Christians to believe
in God, in all that He has revealed, and in what the Church invites
them to believe. Through hope, Christians aspire to “the Kingdom of
Heaven and eternal life,” placing their trust in Christ's promises,
relying on his will and the help of the Holy Spirit (CCC 1817). Finally,
charity enables us to love God above all else and our neighbor as
ourselves. For St. Paul, charity is the greatest of the three virtues:
“Now these three remain: faith, hope, and charity; but the greatest of
these is charity” (1 Cor 13:13).

Air Conditioning Fund as of
July 27, 2025: $157,905.50

Please see the bulletin board for updated details.

Parish Life
Receiving of the scapular

Catechesis – Spirituality
By Fr. Modeste Digwou

Teaching of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
By Fr. Yacob Lonfo; guest priests Fr. Godfrey Chandaya & Fr. Leonard Zifac

Upcoming Event Dates at Columban Hall
• Saturday, August 9, 2025
• Sunday, August 10, 2025
• Sunday, August 17, 2025

• Friday, August 22, 2025
• Wednesday, August 27, 2025
• Saturday, August 30, 2025

Without charity, there is no spiritual growth.

If charity is synonymous with love, it is not just a human
feeling, but a supernatural love that goes far beyond simple
well-being. Charity encourages the soul to do good to
others, and in particular to its enemies, out of love for God.
It is a gift that Christians receive at Baptism and must
continually ask for throughout their lives. Only in this way
will it be possible for them to put God first and love their
neighbor, even those who have wronged them. This is why
St. Paul sums up charity as follows: “If I have no love, I am
nothing” (1 Cor 13:3).

To grow spiritually, it is therefore necessary to ask for and
exercise charity by loving God. How can we practice this
virtue in our lives? By obeying God's commandments, by
striving to bear Christian witness around us, and by
resorting to the sacraments to increase grace within
ourselves and overcome our own faults and sins.

It is also essential to try to love one's neighbor, for if the
believer does not show his love through his actions toward
others, his love is empty and meaningless. This is what St.
Paul also notes: “If I have no charity, if I lack love, I am
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” (1 Cor 13:1).
So we must ask the Lord to increase charity in us every day,
until we meet him in Heaven!
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Dizwityèm Dimanch nan Tan Òdinè – Ane C

Nimewo 091 Dimanch 3 Out 2025 La

REFERANS BIBLIK

Meditasyon par Pere Modeste Digwou

LEKTI EKRITI NAN SEMÈN LA

Premye Lekti: Eklezyas 1:2; 2:21-23
Sòm Reponsyèl: Sòm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 ak 17
Dezyèm Lekti: Kolosyen 3:1-5, 9-11
Levanjil: Lik 12:13-21

Chè frè ak sè, dimanch pase a, pawòl Bondye a te
envite nou pou nou pèsevere nan lapriyè epi medite
an silans sou "Papa nou an," ki se priyè Senyè nou
Jezikri li menm. Tèks lituji jodi a, 18yèm dimanch nan
Tan Òdinè nan ane liturjik C a, envite nou medite sou
relasyon nou ak byen materyèl yo ak objektif final lavi
nou.

Premye lekti a, ki soti nan liv Kohelèt la oswa Eklezyas
la, kòmanse ak slogan popilè a: "Vantite vanite, tout
bagay se vanite." Otè sakre a dekouvri nan lavi sou tè
a, ki se menm bagay la pou moun fou ak moun saj yo,
nati pasajè tout bagay. Li wè tout bagay kòm "vanite."
Nan fen lavi sou tè a, lòm pa pran avè l okenn nan
richès li te ka rasanble onètman e avèk gwo sakrifis.

Nan Levanjil la, Jezi sanble ap di menm bagay la. Jezi
kòmanse pa defye moun ki vle fè l jij bagay materyèl
yo, apre sa li avèti tout moun kont tantasyon pou yo
akimile richès sou latè ki pa dire lontan e ki pa valab
pou tèt yo, okontrè sèl byen ki pa ka gate a, lanmou
Bondye ak pwochen an. Jezi ilistre ansèyman l lan ak
egzanp yon nonm rich.

Fas ak richès li yo, nonm rich sa a pa panse ak
pwochen l epi li bliye Bondye. Li santre sou tèt li. Li
bliye ke tout bagay se vanite, jan Kohelèt di a, sa vle
di, tout bagay se vanite e ki pa valab. An reyalite,
tankou Sen Pòl nan dezyèm lekti a, Jezi pa mande pou
yon mepri ideolojik pou byen sou latè yo, men li
kondane dezi pou viv sèlman pou tèt ou, endiferan ak
lòt moun ak Bondye.

Se pou Senyè a ban nou bon relasyon ak byen sou latè
sa a, sa vle di, pou nou konsidere yo kòm mwayen pou
nou sèvi Bondye ak pwochen nou, epi pou nou pa
absolitize yo.

LENDI: Sen Jan Vianney, Prèt
Nòm 11:4b-15; Sòm 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17;
Matye 14:13-21

MADI: Nòm 12:1-13; Sòm 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13;
Matye 14:22-36

MÈKREDI: Fèt Transfigirasyon Senyè a
Danyèl 7:9-10, 13-14; Sòm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;
2 Pyè 1:16-19; Lik 9:28b-36

JEDI: Nòm 20:1-13; Sòm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Matye 16:13-23

VANDREDI: Sen Dominik, Prèt
Det 4:32-40; Sòm 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 & 21;
Matye 16:24-28

SAMDI: Det 6:4-13; Sòm 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 & 51;
Matye 17:14-20

PROCHÈN DIMANCH: 19yèm Dimanch nan Tan Òdinè
Saj 18:6-9; Sòm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22;
Ebre 11:1-2, 8-19; Lik 12:32-48



Entansyon Lamès la se pou Nanm Sent yo ki nan 
Pigatwa.

Pwogram CCD chak samdi a 9:00 a.m.
Nou envite jèn yo rantre nan kèk nan gwoup yo tankou
gwoup koral la oswa vin tounen sèvè alter.

ÒF WIKENN, 26 – 27 Jiyè 2025
Òf: $2,933.50

Sam. 5:00 pm: $585.50 7:30 am: $1,324.00
10:00 am: $829.00 5:00 pm: $195.00

Dezyèm Koleksyon: $1,129.50
ÒF SEMÈN: $61.00

30 jiyè: $61.00
Yo ka fè bay sou entènèt sou sitwèb nou an nan: 

www.holyfamilystt.com

Mèsi pou jenerozite ou!

- Reyinyon koral: chak Mèkredi a 6:30 p.m.
- Netwayaj Legliz la pa kominote ayisyen an: chak 1ye  

vandredi nan mwa a a 6:30 p.m.

ANONS PAWAS YO

NOUVÈL KOMINOTE A

POU JENÈS LA

KOLEKSYON SEMÈN NAN

Chandèl p'ap janm fini an
Chandèl Etènèl la ki boule nan Sanktyè legliz nou an,
rapèl Prezans Senyè a nan Trè Sen Ekaristi a, pral boule
soti 2 Out pou rive 8 Out pou benediksyon, gidans,
pwoteksyon ak pwosperite Bondye, jan Cydrenia Ferness
te mande l la.

Byenveni ankò bay pastè nou an, Pè Modeste, k ap di
Bondye mèsi pou yon bon vwayaj lakay.

Nouvo Anplwaye: Nou akeyi nouvo responsab jaden nou
an, Louis Charles Cineus. Nou mande pwoteksyon
Bondye pandan l ap fè sèvis li.

Mwa Out: Out se mwa Kè Imakile Mari a ak Jibile Notre
Dame de Cassi Hill.

Reyinyon: Pè Modeste pral rankontre ak Ekip Animasyon
Pastoral la jedi 14 out 2025 a 6:00 pm nan Lower
Columban Hall. Tout manm yo dwe prezan.

Pelerinaj Cassi Hill: Pawas Sent Fanmi an envite
pawasyen li yo, tout pawas yo, ak tout kominote a pou
patisipe nan 78yèm Pelerinaj Anyèl Notre Dame de Cassi
Hill la. Pelerinaj la ap fèt dimanch 17 out 2024, apati
2:00 pm soti nan Kat Van Plas pou rive nan Sanktyè a.

Sakraman Batèm Tibebe: Pwochen batèm tibebe a ap fèt
24 out 2025 nan mès 10:00 am. Tanpri enskri pitit ou
kounye a.

Mès Gerizon: ap fèt vandredi 29 out 2025—6:00 pm nan
Sanktyè a. Pote sakraman malad ou ak relijye ou pou yo
beni.

Estaj pandan ete a: Estajyè pandan ete nou an, Wens
Augustin, fin fè senk semèn estaj nan Holy Family.
Pandan l ap prepare kounye a pou dènye ane lekòl
segondè li a, n ap priye pou Bondye kontinye beni li ak
gidans li.

Legliz la ouvè chak mèkredi soti 7am pou rive 3pm. Vin
pase yon bon moman espirityèl ak Senyè a pandan w ap
medite epi reflechi.

Sent. Lekòl Peter ak Paul ap aksepte elèv pou
jadendanfan jiska 11yèm ane pou ane lekòl 2025-2026
la. Lekòl la fyè dèske li konsantre sou Lafwa, Disiplin, ak
Akademik. Kontakte biwo lekòl la nan 340-774-2199
oswa 774-5662 pou plis enfòmasyon.

Columban Hall: Anvan ou retire bagay/mèb nan sal yo,
ou dwe jwenn pèmisyon nan men administratè pawas la
oswa biwo legliz la.

Salon Akèy: Tanpri kontinye sipòte salon an. Nou aksepte
donasyon sandwich, patisri ak ji.

MÈS ENTANSYON



Parish Life

Parish Administrator

Father Modeste Digwou

Parish Pastoral Council

Parish Administrator: Fr. Modeste Digwou
Pastoral Team: Yacob Lonfo, Jean Phito
Chair: Andrea Shillingford
Vice-chair: Francis Callwood
Secretary: Maria D.N. “Duchess” Blencowe
Treasurer: Cydrenia Ferness
Pastor’s Advisors: Orville “Sparrow” Rouse

Felicine “Baby” Marcellin
Members:

Silia Erilis Myrtha Bourdeau
Betty Bast Olga McBean
Oliver “Bobby” Williams Viola Williams

Economic Parish Council

Parish Administrator: Fr. Modeste Digwou
Chair: Cydrenia Ferness
Co-chair: Vincia St. Jean
Secretary: Dawn Callwood
Treasurer: Connal Alfred
Members:

Mona Bedminster Jean Dragin
Yvonne Brutus Vilson By

Pastoral Animation Team

Fr. Modeste Digwou
Monique Ferrell Vincia St. Jean
Jean Dragin Oliver “Bobby” Williams
Glendia Caines Silia Erilis
Francis Callwood Mona Bedminster
Carmen White Michelle Stout

Decoration Committee

Viola Williams
Hilda Celestine
Silia Erilis
Angele Lundy
Oliver “Bobby” Williams
McFarlane Babulal
Glendia Caines

Gift Shop Hours:
• Wednesday: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

• Saturday: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM

• Sunday: after the 7:30 AM and 
10:00 AM Masses

SECOND COLLECTION FOR THE 
COMING MONTH

Restoration Fund ……………………… August 2-3
Bishop’s Appeal ………………………. August 9-10
Property Insurance ………………… August 16-17
Capital Improvements …………… August 23-24
Restoration Fund ………………….. August 30-31

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
WEEKEND OFFERINGS, July 26 – 27, 2025

Offering: $2,933.50
Sat. 5:00 PM: $585.50 7:30 AM: $1,324.00
10:00 AM: $829.00 5:00 PM: $195.00

Second Collection: $1,129.50
WEEKDAY OFFERINGS: $61.00

7/30: $61.00
Online giving can be made through ourwebsite at:

www.holyfamilystt.com

Thank you for your generosity!

Prayer During Hurricane Season:
(To be said after Dismissal)

God our Father, all the elements of nature obey your
command. Keep us safe from the danger of hurricanes
and all other natural disasters. Let us always feel the
presence of your love. May we be secure in your
protection and turn our fears in to praise of your
goodness. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love you, and I
ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore,
do not hope and do not love you. Amen.

Pope Leo XIV Bishop Jerome Feudjio

http://www.holyfamilystt.com/


PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

Pray For the Sick & Shut-ins

OFF ISLAND: Signorah Baron, Helen Bruney, Rose
George, Olivia Gumbs, Mercedes Hodge, Mary Lewis,
Veronica Sealey, Joseph Toussaint

AT HOME: Malaine Alexander, St. Helaire Antoine, Carol
Baron, François Baron, Philomen Baron, Madelene
Bastien, James Bellot, Alix Bourdeau, Rose Celestine, Baby
Elizabeth Dolphin, Maggie Dolphin, Anthony Estime,
Winifred Garfield, John George, John & Norma Gimenez,
Meraldo C. Gonzales, Vernelle Gumbs, Gail Homer, Francis
& Henrietta JohnBattiste, Owen Johnrose, Thomas
Johnson, Marie Joseph, Bernice Knight, Cleopha Rawlings,
Wende Rouse, Evelyn Simon, Paquita Steele, Iona
Vanterpool.

HOSPITALIZED:

(Please call the Church Office to add or remove 

names to/from this list)

Cover image background credit: 
PublicDomainPictures, “Coins Money,” 

under a Pixabay Content License

Across from Holy Family Catholic Church

FLORALS EVENTS
WEDDINGS

RENTALS
WREATHS

DECOR
BASKETS

Church Attendance: 
271 persons attended Holy Mass last weekend.


